Warner in college and drops out when she marries him in her sophomore year, only too pleased to settle into a routine domesticity in Bob's hometown. She spends her time running errands and tending to the needs of Bob and his extended family.
But when Dara Falcon comes to town and befriends Jean, everything begins to change. Dara is beautiful, witty, sophisticated; she brings a jolt of extravagance and mystery to the sleepy little town of Dell, New Hampshire. An actress with a questionable past, she is a brilliant manipulator of people and their impressions of her. Jean soon becomes obsessed with Dara, flattered by her friendship despite disturbing hints that Dara is untrustworthy. Before long, Dara is wearing Jean's favorite alpaca jacket and has bought Jean's car for a dollar, while Jean has left Bob and gone back to college to finish her degree. And though eventually Jean begins to see that Dara is not everything one could desire in a friend, time spent with Dara goads Jean into a new self-awareness and a thorough questioning of what she wants in life.
Discussion Guide
1. Until meeting Dara, Jean has simply fallen into things rather than actively making choices in her life. Jean remembers her aunt telling her "over and over that my passivity would be a lifelong habit, and lifelong curse for everyone else" [p. 100]. Is Jean's passivity a fixed feature of her character, or is it the result of her circumstances? Does the novel imply that Jean's experience with Dara roused her from her habitual passivity, or not?
2.
One of the first things we hear from Dara (regarding her relationship with Tom Van Sant) is that "it's really pathetic to be liked by an orphan, just because the person's so needy, and you happened to appear" [p. 60] . Considering that Jean is also an orphan"although Dara doesn't know this yet"are you surprised that Jean doesn't take this comment as a warning?
Is the friendship that grows up between Dara and Jean a typical bond between young women in early adulthood? Jean worries that her response to Dara is quite adolescent: Is this so?
3. Why does Dara return to Dell? Is it an indication that she has failed in the competitive stakes of more sophisticated places? Is it necessary that Jean go elsewhere to make herself happier? Does the novel imply that there is something inherently limiting about small-town life? 11. Do a character's physical surroundings and belongings shed any light on the meaning of "identity" in this novel? Do clothes, objects, and spaces express something important, or are they seen as temporary, random? 12. Dara plays the female lead in Ibsen's classic play A Doll's House, in which a wife slowly comes to reject her domestic life and her domineering husband. And even before Dara's performance, Jean realizes that "she had called to 
